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Dear Local Merchants & Business Owners:

The New Mexico Veterans Integration Center (NMVIC), Workforce Solutions - VETS,
Veterans Services Department, and the VA Medical Center have united with federal, state, local
and other non-profit organizations to assist homeless veterans during the 2010 Stand Down &
Project Hand-up event scheduled for October 14-15, 2011, in Albuquerque.

Stand Down is a military term originating from times of war when exhausted combat troops
were given the opportunity to return to a place of relative security to rest and recover. Stand
Downs today have become common as a means to care for and advocate for homeless veterans.
Every day, like the soldier in combat, the homeless veteran must continue to do battle. Their
enemies often include lack of shelter, unemployment, physical and emotional difficulties, legal
difficulties, substance abuse and hopelessness. Battling these foes on a daily basis creates a self-
destructive cycle leading to complete withdrawal from mainstream American society. To aid

homeless veterans in regaining their dignity and self respect, our help is required - our
organizations offer a 'hand up' not a 'hand out'.

We are requesting your support by soliciting in-kind contributions to be used during our
Stand Down event. Contributions can be made directly to the NMVIC located at 13032 Central
Ave. SE, Albuquerque, NM or visit our web site at ic.ore. The NMVIC isa 501c (3)
and the EIN is 55-0901604. Contributions may be tax deductible and a receipt will be provided.
Please contact Fermin Ortega at (505) 265-0512 for more information. With your gift, your

company or organization will be acknowledged as a sponsor of the 2011 Stand Down and Project
Hand-Up.

Thank you in advance for your support of our veterans and the programs that serve them
through the contributions you choose to make. I greatly appreciate your support of our State
Guard and reservists, as well as New Mexico’s active duty soldiers, sailors and airmen who are
now deployed in defense of the freedoms that we must never take for granted.
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